Phragmifiltre: Full sewage
treatment by reed beds
Phragmifiltre exemplifies the
rapid evolution of reed bed
technology over the past 20
years, from the initial tertiary
treatment application to the
full treatment of sewage
wastewater.

F

rom their first application as a tertiary
treatment, ‘final polish’, solution
through secondary treatment,
including nitrification, reed bed wastewater
treatment systems are now widely being
used for the full treatment of sewage all
over the globe through the application of
the Phragmifiltre system.
The Phragmifiltre system comprises
vertical flow constructed wetlands (reed
beds) for the full treatment of sewage
and has been successfully operating in

France through Epur Nature and SINT
since the 1990’s. To date there are over
800 Phragmifiltre systems treating raw
sewage for loads from 20 to 5,000 PE
(population Equivalents). The systems are
typically designed to have two stages,
the first with three beds, the second with
two beds. The first stage filters out and
dewaters the solids in the raw waste water
on the surface of the bed. The filtrate
passes down through the reed bed which
acts as a typical batch flow vertical flow
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• Simple operation
• Low cost operation
• Excellent integration into the landscape
and no nuisance such as odours or noise.
ARM Ltd in association with Epur Nature
and SINT in France are proud to be bringing
this technology to the UK and happy to
supply further information on request.
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